SEPTEMBER 2009 "COLLECTING WITH JEFF"
by JEFF FIGLER

Jeff is now a syndicated radio host for the Sports Byline network. His shows "Collecting With Jeff
and Nate Figler" and "This Week In Sports History" can be heard on over 100 stations throughout the
United States, as well as on Sirius Radio. His shows are also available in 24 million cable homes on
Cable Radio Network (CRN), and on Upsnap, available to all 230 million cell phone users in the
United States by calling (704) 625-9950. In addition, the shows can be heard on 500 stations of the
American Forces Network in 177 countries.

Thought you might be interested in this article that I wrote about giving back a Super Bowl ring to its
rightful owner, Jerry Kramer.

MISSING SUPER BOWL RING SHOWS UP ON AUCTION SITE

Jerry Kramer was a right guard on the Green Bay Packers. He was on the Packers team that
defeated the Kansas City Chiefs, 35-10, on January 15, 1967, in the first AFL-NFL Championship
game (now called the Super Bowl). Kramer was given a championship ring, a highlight in any
athlete's career. Many athletes claim that they play for the rings (of course, after they are financially
stable).

However, in 1981, fourteen years after Kramer received the valued ring---it disappeared. And then
the ring showed up again, but in an auction catalog. Actually, the bidding for the ring was already at
$20,000 when it was withdrawn. Most likely it could have doubled or tripled if it had not been pulled.
Rings normally would not go for that high a dollar figure, but this one was the personal ring of a star
player of one of the legendary teams in not just professional football, but in all of sports history.
Kramer claimed the ring was stolen, but how did that happen?

As Jerry Kramer tells the story, he was on a United Airlines flight from Chicago to New York .
While he was in the restroom he removed the ring to wash his hands. He put the ring on the restroom
countertop. After he returned to his seat and realizing he had left the ring in the lavatory, he returned
to the scene of the crime, and the ring was gone. Airline flight attendants and pilots made several
pleas on the flight to return the ring, but none of the passengers came forward.. The ring had vanished.

Kramer first learned that the ring might have surfaced when he received a mysterious call from a
person in Canada . A man asked him if he was missing his Super Bowl ring, and if so, that he shortly
might receive a tip about his ring. This call was followed by another, and in short order learned about
an auction that included his ring. Kramer called the auction company and told them that the ring was
stolen and to withdraw the lot. The company obliged and Jerry Kramer now has his Super Bowl I ring
back on his finger. He is pleased about that, but still wonders what road his ring followed since 1981.
He may never find the answer to that.

The fact that Jerry Kramer has always been an upstanding public citizen, who has been supportive
of the sports memorabilia industry helped persuade the auction company that Kramer was telling the



truth when he told his story of how the ring disappeared. But again, this is another of those periodic
situations in which the rightful owner makes a claim for an auction item that disappeared.

So how can you protect yourself from receiving an auction item which then needs to be taken from
you because it was considered stolen? All you can do is hope that the auction company doesn't let it
go that far, and that the item of which you are the high bidder is legally yours.

EMAILS:
QUESTION #1: What is the value of a single-signed Sandy Koufax official major league baseball?
ANSWER: About $300-400.

QUESTION #2: Can you please tell me the value of a Hartland St. Louis Cardinal football running
back?

ANSWER: About $1,200-1,500, depending on the condition.

TRIVIA QUESTIONS:

Easy: Which U.S. President traded away Sammy Sosa when he was the managing partner of the Texas
Rangers?

Moderate: Who holds the all-time NFL record for most interceptions in a season?

Difficult: Which bestselling author in the 1950s won a Gold Medal in the Olympics?

TRIVIA QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FROM THE SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER:
Easy: Who was the last Triple Crown winner in baseball?

Carl Yazstremski (Boston Red Sox- 1967)
Moderate: Who scored the longest touchdown play in NFL history?

Antonio Cromartie (San Diego Chargers-November 4, 2007. He returned a 109 yard missed
field goal attempt by the Minnesota Vikings)

Difficult: Who holds the all-time record for having played in the most regular season baseball games
without ever playing in a post-season game?

Ernie Banks



