SPORTS COLLECTING

Baseball signed by Babe Ruth •
Michael Jordan signed basketball

WITH JEFF FIGLER

All-Time Most Collectible Athletes
cost. Major auction houses will
have Ruth-signed balls for anywhere from $5,000 to upwards
to $50,000.A signed 1938World
Series program went for nearly
$3000 and a Look magazine
fetched even more. Baseball
cards of Ruth can themselves
cost over $30,000, as is the case
with a 1916 Ruth rookie card.
Keep in mind that Ruth
would often sign baseballs with
other players such as Lou Gehrig.
A ball signed by those two superstars
usually is worth more than a singlesigned ball by Ruth. Team
baseballs, such as of
the 1927 New
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E'VE TALKED ABOUT WHO'S THE

most collectible current athlete, but
who claims that title in the history
of baseball, basketball and football?

Baseball
The fact that President Franklin
Roosevelt insisted baseball continue despite World War II givesyou some measure of how close to the heart of the
nation baseball has always been. And
baseball has always been a sport full
of collectibles, from signed balls and
bats to baseball cards. The player at
the head of the class for baseball's
most collectible athlete is a man
known for his generosity to collectors: George Herman "Babe" Ruth.
He came along at a time when baseball needed a shot in the arm, and he
certainly was the right player at the
right time. Legends developed about
the Babe, and he certainly went along
for the ride. Fortunately for collectors,
Ruth was a prolific signer, and there is a
good deal of Ruth memorabilia that still
can be acquired for the right price.
Single-Signed Ruth baseballs are available and can run the spectrum as far as
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York Yankees or the 1915 Boston Red Sox
are both -extremely valuable.
Though Babe Ruth is without a doubt
the most collectible player, there are plenty
of players who come close, the most notably
being Mickey Mantle.
"The Mick" ended his illustrious career in 1969. His fame was far-reaching,
but he was injury-prone and his career was
cut short. However, his popularity has not
waned, as evidenced by the value of his collectibles. In fact, the 1952 Topps card No.
311 of Mickey Mantle is generally considered the second most valuable baseball card
of all time, topped only by the "Holy Grail"
of sports cards: the T206
card featuring

Honus Wagner.
A Mantle No. 311 Topps card has been
auctioned for a quarter of a million dollars.
Others go for considerably
less, but one
recently sold for nearly $44,000. Most of
the available Mantle memorabilia will cost
you a lot less. Take, for example, an original Hartland statue. A Mantle Hartland
will cost around $1,500. Ironically, a Ruth
Hartland will cost you only around $300.
Go figure.

Basketball

Jordan's rise to basketball stardom is
well known. He finally made his varsity
high school team as a junior and was a
McDonald's All-American as a senior. As
a sophomore
at the University of North
Carolina, in the 1982 NCAA championship game against Georgetown,
Jordan
made the game-winning
jump
shot. He would later say
that the shot against
Georgetown
was the

Turning to the hardwood floors, basketball doesn't have the long, rich history that
baseball has, but one player stands out as
the most collectible player of all time.
In basketball vernacular, my decision
was a slam dunk.
Michael Jordan is the runaway winner. In fact, he is virtually at the top of the list of
the all-time most collectible athletes in all sports.
In September 2008,
Jordan's 1983 gameused North Carolina
road jersey
was
auctioned
for
$114,000.
His
1984
rookie
Chicago
Bulls
jersey went for
over $55,000. I
guess when you
make it to the
pros then the
value of your
jersey
is reduced by half!
His Fleer 1986
No. 57 card was
auctioned
for
nearly $4,000.
Game-used
sneakers have recently gone for as
much as $2,500.
And here's
one
'.more for the record.
Michael Jordan's high
school yearbook from
1980 that he signed
when he was a junior
went for $1,800.
In 1999, Jordan
was
Joe Montana signed football
named the greatest North
American athlete of the 20th century by
ESPN, and he was second only to Babe Ruth
on the Associated Press' list of athletes of
the century,
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turning point
in his basketball
career.
He signed as a professional
after his junior year at North
Carolina,
but admirably
receive his college degree in 1986.
Despite being widely considered the greatest
basketball player of all time, (some people
might argue that it was Wilt Chamberlain),
he was only the third player selected in the

1984 draft. Of the two players selected before
him, Akeem Olajuwon had a stellar career,
but injury-prone Sam Bowie was a bust. So
much for the draft experts.

Football
The most collectible football player of all time? The
answer is not clear cut
by any means. With
the resurgence
of
Brett Favre, you can
make a good case
for him. But I've
already anointed
Favre as the current most collectible football
player, so I'm
going to pass
on him. Jim
Brown is quite
possibly
the
greatest player
of all time, but
there are not
too many Jim
Brown collectibles. The collectibles that do
exist of Brown
are quite valuable.
His University
of
Syracuse helmet that
was found in a closet
was subsequently auctioned for over $27,000.
But as far as the alltime most collectible football player, the title has to go
to Ice Montana, with another
4ger, Jerry Rice, not far off. An
early 1980s signed Montana jersey
was auctioned for nearly $5,000. His
1981 Topps rookie card went for over
$2,100, and autographed footballs typically
go for about $300 or more.
Jerry Rice, the all-time leader in touchdowns for now, a record which may be
broken
down the road by LaDainian
Tomlinson, is highly collectible as welL His
1995 signed San Francisco 4gers game-used
jersey went for nearly $1,700; his cleats have
sold for $400, and an autographed football
for nearly $200.
There you have it, my friends. Babe
Ruth, Michael Jordan and Joe Montana:
all were legends in the sports they played.
Check back next month to learn about the
all-time most collectible athletes in hockey,
car racing and golf! @
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